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DISCERNMENT, VISIONING AND RE -TRADITIONING  

 We are entering the summer, which for many is a 

time when things in the church world slow down. However 

that never really seems to be the case here at St. Ai-

danôs. We are making plans for Vacation Bible School, 

the youth are preparing for the first ever mission trip and I 

am looking at a couple of offerings for some evening 

classes during this time when people have more time.  

The vestry too is entering a busy time.  The vestry had an 

extra meeting to talk about our discernment/visioning 

process. There will be an article later in this newsletter 

from the senior warden about that. 

 The process that we are embarking on is not just 

about change for the sake of change. I have been your 

rector for just 30 months and it is time to evaluate, what 

has been, what is and what will be.  What has changed 

and what is the same from the day I walked in the door 

during Advent of 2007? Where do we want to be 3 to 5 

years from now? What do we want this parish look like 3 

to 5 years from now? 

 In a conversation with a vestry member the mem-

ber said, I came here because I like St. Aidanôs. Iôm not 

sure I really want anything to change. I have heard that 

question from several people and I want to address this 

concern with by explaining the concept of re-traditioning. 

 Phyllis Tickle in her book The Great Emergence 

speaks of our church in the large sense having one of the 

upheavals that seems to occur every 500 years or so. 

The last one was of course the Great Reformation that 

led to the birth of Protestantism.  According to Bishop 

Marc Dyer of Virginia Seminary, during each of these 

times the church in effect had a great rummage sale. Just 

like any rummage sale this involves cleaning out and re-

examination in the church world of doctrine, theology and 

practice. This is what is happening in our world today. 

 Re-traditioning according to Phyllis is the sorting 

out process. When we prepare for a rummage sale we go 

through the attic and look at all the treasures that we 

have accumulated. Some we look at and wonder why in 

the world we kept it. Some we remember fondly why we 

kept it, but realize that it is of no use to us today. And 

some items we rediscover and say, I can still use this. Or 

we maybe we bought a new book case and this vase in 

the attic now has a place where it would look great. The 

visioning process is something like this sorting. It looks at 

our history and our traditions here at St. Aidanôs and we 

decide what does not work any longer, what works that 

we want to keep and what we want to keep but may want 

to modify. 

 An example that Phyllis uses of re-traditioning is 

finding an old picture up in the attic of Uncle Harry  in a 

beautiful frame. Now we may not want to keep the picture 

of Uncle Harry, but we can get a new picture and use the 

wonderful frame again. An example of how that has 

played out in our parish life is our Saturday Socials. Do 

realize that these have moved from just getting together 

for fellowship into one of our most potent tools for out-

reach. During the last two years these socials have raised 

money for the school in Belize, raised a major portion of 

the funds for the youth mission trip, helped generate 

$3000 for the Relay for Life, and had an entire evening 

that focused on our outreach programs. Who can forget 

the performance by Ima Helper? 

 You see re-traditioning builds on what makes us 

strong and then makes us even stronger. Re-traditioning 

helps us break out of the seven deadly words for any 

church, ñWe have always done it that way.ò We change 

the conversation to yes we have always done it this way, 

but maybe we need to do it a different way. 

 Our visioning process is not about doing away 

with what works, but building on our successes and 

changing those things that need to be changed in order to 

allow us to continue to be the wonderful parish that is St. 

Aidanôs. 

 So stop and think about what it is that makes St. 

Aidanôs special to you? Then ask how can we build on 

this to make us even better. Oh and there will be a test. 

The process will give everybody the opportunity and ex-

pect everybody to give their input later this year.  
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ABOUT THE REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 
 

 As we enter the season after Pentecost, the difference between the Revised Common Lectionary, which we be-
gan using in Advent of 2007, and the lectionary in the Book of Common Prayer becomes clear. The lectionary is the list of 
readings that we use each Sunday for worship. At the General Convention of The Episcopal Church in 2006 a resolution 
was passed to change to the Revised Common Lectionary and that the RCL be put into using beginning in Advent of 2007. 
 The reason for the change was that large portions of the Hebrew Scriptures were never read on Sunday mornings. 
They were all covered in the daily readings, but much of the story of the Hebrew people was never heard or taught on 
Sunday morning. The RCL provides two choices each Sunday. At St. Aidanôs we are reading what is called the continuous 
track. This means that we are reading the story of the nation of Israel in a continuous series rather than jumping around 
and linking the OT reading with the Gospel. The readings are a little longer, but we have the chance to hear the story of 
Elijah and Elisha this summer in a more complete and connected fashion rather than a story here and then maybe another 
story six months later.  
 A reminder to the lectors:   please make sure that you have the correct reading ready in the Lectionary Book on 
the lectern.  

 

 
 
 

Youth Mission Trip Group Heads to West Virginia  
 

The Mission Trip is finally here...On July 25th, fourteen of our youth (grades 10-12) and 4 chaperones will embark on a 
journey to Hurricane, West Virginia with a group called Reach Workcamps. Their mission will be to repair dilapidated 
homes for elderly, handicapped or financially challenged members of that community.  
 Our group has spent a lot of time fundraising for the trip and most recently have spent time bonding as a team , 
discussing their goals and mission statement for the trip.   
  Our kids will spend a week at the camp, which is housed at a local high school, meeting youth from all over the 
country with the same goal:  to spread God's love through their smiles and hard work. On July 31st, St.Aidan's will be re-
sponsible  for a prayer vigil for the trip participants. Please see the poster in the narthex to sign up for a time slot to engage 
in thoughtful prayer for the well-being of these kids, their leaders and the people they serve.  
 The St.Aidan's youth and  their parents are grateful for the support shown by the congregation for this opportunity. 

 In His Name, Melissa Waide 
  

 
 

Upcoming J2A Training - Come One, Come All!  
 

 Have you considered being a teacher or substitute for the middle and high school kids? If the answer is yes but a 
hesitant one, rest assured, working with the youth does not require you to know all the answers.  The only requirements 
are someone who enjoys talking, exploring thoughts, having fun, and being willing to be the conduit for the youth to ex-
plore what it means to be an adult, and an adult in church. 
 

Please join the existing J2A teachers on Saturday, August 6th at Bruton Parish in Williamsburg as we receive the training 
we need to carry out the program for our youth.  Training is one day from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm and an opportunity for us to 
get to know each other and those in the diocese who are also using this curriculum. 
 

Please contact Becky Rankin (jrrlr@aol.com) or 560-6966 for any questions or to sign up.  Come and join the fun! 

mailto:jrrlr@aol.com
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From the Senior Warden 
 

Look back; look around; look inward; look forward.  
 

 We started our discernment process at the May Vestry meeting with Rick Willis taking us through 

some process issues and suggesting a possible structure for our period of reflection.  We think a linear struc-

ture would be helpful in allowing us to see that weôre getting somewhere, and that weôre properly considering 

all the things we should in the proper order.  Iôve paraphrased that process into the four points below: 

 

Look Back  ï We need to review the people and events that have shaped St. Aidanôs and made us who we 

are today.  Itôs been pointed out that weôre approaching our 50th anniversary; certainly a key touchstone in our 

journey.  Some of the founding families still anchor this church, and this is an ideal time to gather their 

thoughts and memories, as well as the remembrances of the folks that have come since.  

Look Around  ï We need to know something about the community we are embedded in if we are to help 

serve them.  Who are our neighbors, and how should we interact with them?  How do our neighbors see us?  

Do we really understand the world around us and how St. Aidanôs fits into it? 

Look Inward  ï After the first two steps are complete, we will know how we got here, and we will know what 

challenges surround us.  Now we can center ourselves in our history and community.  Given that context, 

what do we think the Holy Spirit has in store for us? 

Look Forward  ï Now we have to distill what the Holy Spirit is saying to us and act on it.  How do we take the 

charge of the Holy Spirit and live it as the Christian community of St. Aidanôs?  How do we need to focus and 

structure ourselves to accomplish what weôve set out to do? 

 

 We think this process, while not for the impatient, best sets us up to continue to be a vibrant and ac-

tive parish.  I want to stress that this is not a Vestry exercise to be done in a vacuum.  The Vestry will set up 

the roadmap to get this going, but will then step back to broaden participation throughout the parish.  This will 

be an open process that everyone will have a voice in, for it is only through this inclusiveness that we can fully 

understand what is in store for us. 

Thereôs plenty to do before we even get to the ñLook Backò part.  The Vestry  had a special meeting June 1st 

to do some more brainstorming, and we formally voted to undertake this discernment with Rick Willis as our 

consultant at our regular June meeting.  We anticipate that it will take the rest of the summer to get a process 

laid out, and it will include opportunities for folks of all persuasions and interests to get involved.  I encourage 

you to talk to a Vestry member about your thoughts, hopes, and concerns for the discernment of our mission, 

so that we can account for them in rolling out this process. 

-Fred 

*********************************** 

Vestry Changes  

 Lynn Meadows and Edie Barnett have resigned from the vestry. This is no reflection on the 

church. Edie will be caring for her ailing father-in-law.  Lynn will be taking over as chairman of Out-

reach. We welcome Barbara Duke and Carl Masulonis onto vestry.  These were the next two can-

didates with the most votes during the election. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  info you need to know 

òAnd whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name  

welcomes me.ó   Matthew 18:5  

Come meet the youngest members of St. Aidanôs by volunteering in the nursery .  The nurs-

ery is where we pass on to the next generation our faith in Christ and at the same time pro-

vide families with an opportunity to become more involved in the parish community.  

  As the new nursery coordinator, I warmly invite you to share in this most rewarding 

ministry. Please feel free to contact me either by  phone 641-7525 or email vgray8@cox.net.  I look for-

ward to working with all of you.  Sincerely,  Ginger Gray 

Spring Softball Report  

press time, here are the standings for Division 19 of the Menõs Church Softball League: 

 1.   Bayside Church of Christ          9 ð 2   2.   St. Aidanõs Holy Terrors         9 ð 3 

3.   Providence Presbyterian            6 ð 5   4.   CUMC                                    5 ð 6 

5.   Hampton Roads Sharks             3 ð 9   6.   New Faith                               2 ð 9 

  We have 3 games remaining in the regular schedule ð one vs. Bayside (June 28th) 

and two against CUMC (July 12th).   Each of these teams is responsible for one of our three 

defeats.   Since the top 2 teams in each division make the playoffs, we must win two of our 

remaining games to be assured  of advancing.  

  Itõs been a great season, and our fan support has been awesome this spring!  The 

entire team thanks those who have come out to cheer us on!   We hope to see you through-

out July!  

The EYC is looking for adult volunteers to chaperone and assist in activities for the 2010-2011 
school year.    If interested please contact Amelia Knight 757.478.7431        

EYC Needs YOU  

 

BUY BOOKS TO FIGHT CANCER! 

 
The HOLY STROLLERS, St. Aidanôs RELAY FOR LIFE Team still has books to 
sell, as well as raffle tickets for the   2010 GMAC Terrain.    SOOOOOO  stop by 
the Parish Hall after services July 11  to select your beach reads and continue 
to help the American Cancer Society.  

mailto:vgray8@cox.net


Aidanõs Agapeõ Page 5 

Parish Life and New Membership Ministry Report  

  On June 13th the New Member Ministry met with guest Marti Jones from Old Donation 

Church  following our outdoor service.  Since ñcongregational developmentò is her specialty, Marti 

shared a number of ideas that have worked successfully at her church.  One of their most popular 

practices is giving an attractive ceramic cross with ñOld Donationò inscribed on the back to their visi-

tors .  She plans to hold a workshop for several interested congregations on how they create these 

crosses on a Saturday this summer, most likely to be held in our own Parish Hall.  

  As we embark on our ñlook back, look around, look inward, look forwardò discernment 

process (see Fredôs article), we believe this is an excellent time to take stock of how we meet and 

greet and invite visitors, as well as, hopefully, assimilating them into our church family.  Stay tuned 

for all of the exciting developments! 

 On the Parish Life front, currently scheduled are: 

   - Family Retreat at Chanco            August 28 -29 

  - Fall Fair                               October 16  

  - Womenôs Retreat at Chanco      October 23 -24 

  Presently our ñsocial calendarò is a clean slate.  Several ideas are on the drawing board, such 

as a Progressive Games Night and a Dinner Mystery Theater, but the calendar is currently wide 

open.  Is there something you would like to see happen?  Are you willing to step up and help make it 

happen??  All thoughts, ideas and suggestions are welcome.  Just call or write Don Ritter at 427-

7575 or drritter@cox.net.  Letôs have some fun!  

  

Vacation Bible School  
God's Great Get -Together Is Coming!  

 

What do getting together with friends, singing songs, playing 

games, making music, dancing, and having a blast have to do with 

each other?  

 They're all a part of  Baobab Blast!   What is a Baobab Blast you may ask?  Well, it's 

a wonderful program for vacation bible school, and it's coming to St. Aidan's August 

22nd through the 26th  in the evenings.  

 But, before it gets here, we have a lot of things to do to prepare - and that's where 

you come in!   Are you interested in decorating, making the scenery?  Or perhaps you'd 

like to help to tell the stories, act, play games, or make music and dance!  If so, please 

let us know and sign up on the poster in the narthex or contact Becky Rankin.   We will 

also be asking different groups to host a dinner for one of the 5 nights - all kid friendly 

and  easy to do.   

 Whatever your area of interest is, there is always a place for you in VBS!  Come 

on!  Join the fun!  

mailto:drritter@cox.net
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ST. AIDANõS  EPICOPAL CHURCH 
3201 Edinburgh Dr.  

Virginia Beach, VA 23452  
 

Rt. Rev. Holly Hollerith Bishop,Diocese of Southern Virginia  

Rev. Mark D. Wilkinson Rector  

Nancy Newhams  Parish Secretary  

Jamie Dougherty  Music Director  

Kari Jacobs  Handbell Director  

Dennis Farrell  Sexton  

Sue Wells  Pastoral Care Coordinator  

 
 

 

 

Michael Canonica  

Jeff Diamond  

Barbara Duke  

Peggy Fanney 

Carl Masulonis  

Becky McCallum  

Fred Parkinson  

Becky Rankin  

Don Ritter  

Beth Simeone  

Susan Summerlin  

Mary Whittaker  

The Vestry  

Senior Warden: Fred Parkinson  

Junior Warden: Michael Canonica  

Treasurer:  Jerry Alley  

Register:    Bill Waide  

Peggy Fanney 

Jessie Greene  

Gwen Daniels       

Ed Smith  

Sue Wells  

Connie Williams  

Pastoral Care Associates  

(after hours extensions )  

1 = office  3 = rector   4 = Pastoral Care  

 office: 757 - 340 - 6459  

Fax:  757 - 463 - 5722  

E- mail: admin@aidanvbva.net  

Web: aidanvbva.net  

JULY  BIRTHDAYS  

07/01 Julie Armistead  
07/01 Joshua Barr  
07/03 Andrew Duke 
07/05 Cory McCallum  
07/07 Jennifer Johns 
07/08 Amy Barr 
07/08 Annie Dempsey 
07/08 William Masulonis 
07/09 Mary Ann Russell 

07/12 Travis Fox 

07/13 Mark Dinapoli 
07/14 David Armistead 
07/14 Anna Marks 
07/17 Liz Villaluz 
07/19 Donald Braham 
07/20 Don Ritter 
07/21 Tom Meinicke 
07/22 Andrea Marks 
07/22 Wendy Vaughn 
07/24 Tommy Heckelman 

07/24 Bill Seeley 
07/24 Heather Duke 
07/25 Katherine Vaughn  
07/25 Kevin Brinkley 
07/25 Ed Smith  
07/26 William Benns IV 
07/28 David Bowles 
07/28 Grace Parkinson  
07/31 Lynn Meadows 

AUGUST   BIRTHDAYS  

 08/01 Gail Dickson 
08/02 Edith Barnett 
08/03 Geoffrey Rice 
08/04 Linda Olds 
08/04 Karl Weichbrodt 
08/05 Candice Whittaker 
08/09 Mabel Peck 
08/11 Andrew Summerlin 

08/11 Fred Parkinson 
08/14 Louise Smith 
08/15 Andrew Vaughn 
08/17 Jonathon Best 
08/17 Nancy Byng 
08/20 Sandy Buckner 
08/20 Sue Wells 
08/21 Jeffrey Siteman 

08/21 Thomas Whittaker 
08/21 Harrison Whittaker 
08/21 Mark Wilkinson 
08/23 Andy Jones, Jr. 
08/25 Verna King 
08/26 Jane Bass 
08/31 Alexander Bergren 
08/31 William Waide 
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Events to put on your calendar:  
 

Family Weekend é..August 28- 29é..Chanco  
Our annual family retreat at  Chancoé.community, swimming, hiking or just sitting é.great mealsé..a beautiful setting.. 

 

 St. Aidanõs Fall Fair é.. October 16 
Food, Fun & Frivolity for all ages  

 

Women of St. Aidanõs weekendé.. October  23- 24é... Chanco  
A time for the women of St. Aidanôs to spend time together 

St. Aidan s Weekend at Chanco   

August  28-29 
 Relax on the bluff above the James River and enjoy one of 
the last weekends of summer.   We will start the weekend with cov-
ered dish lunch mid day, Saturday, August 29th .  Enjoy the water-
front, rocking chairs, pool; in other words, your choice of activity in 
the afternoon.  We will gather for evening worship by the bluff before 

dinner. Space is limited this year, so please indicate your intent to participate as soon as possible.   

Rates are one night lodging and 3 meals ( Saturday dinner/ Sunday Breakfast and Lunch) per person 
Adults: Conference Center room: Double:  $82      Single: $97       
 Campsite: $55 
Children/Youth:   Infant- 6yrs.. free with adult     7-12 yrs  Conference Center  $62  Campsite   35  * 
 ( An adult must be in the campsite;  Diocesan Safe Churches rules  apply if youth in campsites are not related to adult.)  
 Saturday only with dinner:      Adults  $17     Children 7-12  $5.00  
New this year:    Youth ( 7-12 yrs) meal rate of  $15 is included in youth rates.  
Canoes:  $7.50 per  person for ½ day 
 

 The weekend is self-funded, i.e. not in the budget.  All registration fees must be paid before the weekend, checks 
are made payable to St. Aidanôs and include Chanco weekend in the memo line.  You may submit checks on an incre-
mental basis throughout the summer.   
 Due date for registrations and cancellations is AUG 15.  Additional registrations are on a space available basis.   
All commitments made to Chanco on Aug 17th will be billed to St. Aidanôs.  (Exceptions are at the discretion of Chanco 
staff and not easily obtained.)    
Registration: 
 
Name:______________________________, Email address: ______________________, Phone: ___________________ 
 
Day / dinner only ( # of adults_____    # of children ______) 
 
Entire weekend: 
______ Double:  $82    ______ Single: $97       _____ Campsite: $55 
 
Children/Youth 
_____ Infant- 6yrs.. free with adult 
_____ 7-12 yrs  - How many youth? ____________ 
_____  Conference Center  $62     _____    Campsite   $35 
 
Submit in alms basin or email to  Susan Boze, sueboze@gmail.com . 

mailto:sueboze@gmail.com
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 Pledge Report 

Eucharist and Bible Study in July and August  
 

St. Aidanôs Eucharist and Bible Study will continue during the summer, but we will meet only twice 
each month on July 8

th
 and 22

nd
 and August 12

th
 and 26

th
.  The schedule for the four days is as fol-

lows: 
 
Eucharist:      11.30 AM 
Bible Study w/ brown bag lunch:  12:00 ï 1:00 PM 
 
Wonôt you join us for the intimate Eucharist and short but inspirational Bible Study and brown bag 
lunch with Mark which takes but a portion of your day? 

2010         

 Jan  Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  TOTAL 

        

Amount Pledged  20,823  20,823  20,823  20,823  20,823     104,115  

Amount Received  20,335  24,242  23,302  18,319  23,994   110,192  

              

Difference  (488) 3,419  2,479  (2,504) 3,171  0  6,077  

        

VACATION AND PLEDGES With vacation time upon us., please remember that St. Aidanôs 
is still operating (lights, air conditioning, etc.) and needs your pledge to continue while youôre 
away. 

Experience the beauty of Autumn in the Virginia Mountains,  
 good company, good food and time to relax.     

 
 If this sounds  like something youôd like to experience, consider attending FALL 
CAMP, a gathering, sponsored by the Tri-Diocesan Council on Aging  at Shrine Mont Oc-
tober  25ð28.    
 . Fall Camp is sponsored by our Diocese iin conjunction with the Diocese of Vir-
ginia and the Diocese of South Western Virginia.   It is four days of low key gathering, 
workshops, relaxation and community.    This yearôs keynoter is Bishop Carole Gallagher.   

Registration information will be available soon.   In the meantime, if you have questions, talk to the Seeleys, 
the Summerlins or the Moores.  
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 Over the past 20 years (wow ï has it been that 

long?) that Jeff and I have been members of St. Aidanôs, I 

have felt ñneededò, ñwantedò, and ñusefulò in so many ar-

eas of our church. These feelings have come from teach-

ing Sunday school, working with the kids in EYC, Rite 13, 

working with the vestry, and reading lessons on Sunday. 

All these adjectives fit how I was feeling about what I was 

doing and seemed adequate at the time. Until recently, 

and aside from working with the kids, the one thing I had-

nôt felt or knew to miss was the feeling of being ñcalledò. 

Something changed at some point and, as I began to pray 

and have discussions with others such as my husband, 

my spiritual director, a good friend, and Mark, I came to 

the conclusion that the nudges and ñbrain dustersò I was 

getting were Godôs way of telling me I am being called in 

another direction. That direction is to assist with coordinat-

ing and helping to grow our Christian Formation. During 

the vestry retreat, I said as much to Mark and he said it 

made sense. 

 So, what does this mean? It means that I will be 

talking with all those who currently work with Christian 

Formation and those who would like to be a part of build-

ing up our offerings here at St. Aidanôs to answer the 

question, ñWhat else?ò Aside from Sunday morning 

classes, 2 EFM classes with 12 people in each, yearly 

Lenten programs, and some ad-hoc sessions, such as the 

Popcorn Theology discussions, we currently donôt have 

many other options. Christian Formation is a lifelong en-

deavor to make and equip people to be disciples. We 

never ñgraduateò from the need for Christian Formation, 

which is why we must continue to ask, ñWhat else?ò 

 It also means I have some questions for my fellow 

members of St. Aidanôs: what would YOU like to see hap-

pen in Christian Formation? What areas in our church are 

not currently being fed? Are there other areas and options 

we havenôt explored before? Some suggestions Iôve been 

given are: a monthly book club, a ñTheology on Tapò se-

ries held at a local pub, and praise through art and music 

sessions. What else might interest you and others who 

may not be coming to church as much anymore because 

they arenôt being fed by the more traditional avenues? 

Together Iôm sure we can come up with the answers for 

today and learn when we need to ask new questions for 

tomorrow. 

 I would like to invite everyone to think on these 

questions and talk with me either at church or give me a 

call with your thoughts. Letôs explore the gifts we have and 

can share with others. Then, letôs meet as a larger group 

to discuss any specific areas weôd like to see put into 

place. As the coordinator, Iôm hoping to help get some 

new programs off the ground tapping into the gifts each of 

us have been given. And I hope you are as excited as I 

am by the prospect of finding new ways to interact, learn, 

and pray. 

    In Christ,  Becky Rankin 

Somebodyôs Calling Me...and It Isnôt Avon 
 

Happening Update - we want to hear from you!  

 The Happening Evaluation Team is so excited to announce a Happening reunion at Camp Chanco this 

fall!  Please click here for the brochure with dates and registration details.   If you've been to Happening, we want to hear 

from you!   Please click on the link provided and fill out this very quick survey for the team as we continue our evaluation 

process:  

 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/F92SFTT.   (if this link doesn't work, please type this into URL to reach the sur-

vey) Happening has been such an integral part of our youth programs in the diocese and we invited your feed-

back.  Please feel free to forward the link to any person you know who has gone through Happening.   Love in Christ,  The 

Happening Evaluation Team.  

 

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/6365597/Happening%20Reunion%20Brochure%202010.pdf
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/F92SFTT
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THE HOLY TERRORS  
in Action  

Photos by Becky Rankin  

 


